2026 May speed extra enforcement campaign: 
pre-enforcement news release
Partners working with other area agencies participating in extra enforcement should avoid sending duplicate releases. If the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) is holding a news conference, any regional media events need to occur after the OTS news conference, when possible.
Embargoed until Friday, May 1 for daily media                        		 
CONTACT: 
PHONE:  
Slow down and get safely home: Extra speed enforcement now on Minnesota roads 
Drive smart: Enforcement and awareness campaign runs May 1- Sept. 7
[INSERT YOUR CITY/COUNTY NAME], Minn. — Speed kills in Minnesota. Last year, there were 102 speeding-related fatalities in Minnesota. That’s why [INSERT YOUR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY] is joining nearly 300 other agencies and traffic safety partners across the state in the extra speed enforcement and awareness campaign starting May 1and running through Sept. 7.
“When someone dies on our roads in a crash, it’s a devastating and avoidable tragedy,” said [INSERT YOUR SPOKESPERSON NAME].  “Slowing down is a simple choice that follows the law and will save lives. That’s why we are joining this extra enforcement campaign, because no one should have to lose a loved one on our roads.”
Obeying the speed limit gives drivers more control over the vehicle, allows them to respond to changing road conditions and makes crashes less deadly. 
Speeding consequences
Speeding even a small amount over the limit increases the risk of a crash and makes crashes more dangerous overall. Speeding fines vary by county but will typically cost $100 or more for 10 miles per hour (mph) over the speed limit. Fines double for drivers caught going 20 mph over the limit and drivers going 100 mph or more could lose their license for six months.
· Speeding in 2025 (preliminary): 
· 388 speed-related serious injuries. 
· 102 speed-related fatalities. 
· Approximately 65 percent of speed-related deaths had at least one driver going just 10 mph over the speed limit or more.
Speeding in the past six years
From 2020-2025, there were:
· 941,517 speed-related citations
· 2,492 speed-related serious injuries
· 778 speed-related fatalities
In crashes from May 26 – Sept. 1, 2025: 
· 111 total deaths.
· 31 deaths were speed related.
· 37 deaths were alcohol related.
· In 16 deaths, the victim was unbelted.
· 5 deaths were distraction related.
Visit  DriveSmartMN.org for more information. 


